GENERAL RESULT                           247

other way, for a hopeful disposition gives a spur to
the faculties and keeps all the active energies in good
working order. When imagination and reason re-
ceive each its appropriate culture they do not succeed
in usurping each other's prerogatives. It is not
necessary for keeping up our conviction that we must
die, that we should be always brooding over death.
It is far better that we should think no further about
what we cannot possibly avert, than is required for
observing the rules of prudence in regard to our
own life and that of others, and fulfilling whatever
duties devolve upon us in contemplation of the ine-
vitable event. The way to secure this is not to
think perpetually of death, but to think perpetually
of our duties, and of the rule of life. The true rule
of practical wisdom is not that of making all the
aspects of things equally prominent in our habitual
contemplations, but of giving the greatest prominence
to those of their aspects which depend on, or can be
modified by, our own conduct. In things which
do not depend on us, it is not solely for the sake of
a more enjoyable life that the habit is desirable of
looking at things and at mankind by preference on
their pleasant side; it is also in order that we may
be able to love them better and work with more
heart for their improvement. To what purpose, in-
ileed, should we feed our imagination with the un-
lovely aspect of persons and things? All unnecessary